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she’s crafty

“Growing up in India, 1 s so many handieeafts around me bat saw that
sy woore dying with modern, machine-made furniture coming into the
market,” says designer Recta Gyamlani. "1 decided to start a company
that would be able to make products that had modern day application
while reviving the croft.”" Easier said than done, she found out. In a
cultupe where “being either a doctor or an engineer are default options
nrd being a designer was almost contrarian,” Gyamlani newded a lat of
determination to ereate hee now here six-year-old firm, Farrage Design,

After completing schooling in India, she came to New York City to
stucly at Prate. earning & master’s in design management in 2002, and
working as a designer at Hirst Pacifio (a product design and branding
compnny ), AWA Lighting Designers, and Federated Merchandising
Ciroup. With a burning desire o bring traditional hand eraftsmanship to
medern day design, Gyamlani ee-founded her company with hore
mentors, Arthur and Rita Brmaolino, “I knew the preducts we would
design would be a medley of many things—people, materials, and
technigques,” she gays.

For anch eallection that Gyamlans designs, sho stadies, durvelops, nnd
usos o new technigque or material that was not necessarily accessible to
product designers before. For her latest, the Patcerns in Sand collection,
ghe chose resin for its endless options. “The concept startod from
voevivingt the ceaft of inlay,” she says, “We were looking av how inlay has
been used over centuries and wanted to have a modern take to it.”
Gynmlani started with a water-based resin and the results exoeoded even
ler e peectations—she wos not only able to offor 8 wide range of colors,
but found thae the material alse fit the firm's eco-friendly philosephy.
"Being sustainable has to become an essential part of everyone's lifestyle
Lo ok the change”
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High Tech: The designer is working with
Philadelphia-based design firm Point B on

advanced software and designs to give

e, both
and made of
on wood,
from the

craftsmen the ability to make more precise

patterns. “It's going to be a unique

combination of old crafts meeting today's

technology—a ‘laptop mit lederhosen’ of

sorts.”

Lesson Learned: Gyamlani aims at
creating products that are both timeless ¢
and have a “wow” factor. “A well-designed ‘
produet will be an heirloom and that's what

I try and manufacture.”

Work It: Gyamlani would love to
collaborate with fashion designer Carlos
Miele. “I think his philosophy is very
similar to what we are trying to achieve—
working with local communities and
making a difference. I love his use of
patterns and colors and think we could
do something magical in
collaboration.”

www.farragodesign.com
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